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Black-backed Woodpecker

Boreal foresis of North America, Cascads Mountins, and northern pontions
of the Sierra Nevada and Rocky Mountains,

East slope of the Cascade Mountaing and coniferous forests 1o the east

Black-backed woodpeckers inhabit lodgepole pine, ponderosa pine, and
mixed conifer forests with a preference for mature and old growth stages and
fire or insect damaged stands. They have a spouy distribution with popula-
tions responding to prey abundance. Since these woodpeckers feed on insects
(mainly larvae of wood-baring beetles) they are pamicularly abundant in
forests with old bums, blowdown areas, and insect infestations, They szek
insects by chipping scaly bark from dead and dying trees (Shont 1974).

Little is known about the ecology of this species. Two recent studies,
following pine beetle outbreaks in northeast and cznural Oregon, provide
mare information.

Mesting - In nertheast Oregon, on a managed (30 yvear old szlectve cul)
ponderosa pine and mixed conifer forest, the black-backed woodpecker
predominantly nested in ponderosa pine and lodzepole pine, The nest rees
were tall (> 15 m or 507), small diameter (< 50 cm or 20" dbh), and recently
dead (< 5 yr) (Bull et al. 1986),

In the central Oregon mized conifer and lodgepole pine forests, the black-
backed selected for mawre and old growth stands and nested exclusively in
lodgepole pines. They avoided young stands and logged areas for both
nesung and feeding. All nest trees, both live and dead, had hearmot and a
mean dbh of 28 cm (117}, (Goggans et al. 1988),

Feeding - In nonheast Oregon the black-backed woodpecker foraged in all
four forest types in both live and dead wees. The wrees averzeed 19 m (62) in
height with a dbh of 34 em (13") and were dead less than two vears, The
larvae of pine bestles constituted 75%% of the woodpeckers diel.

Foraging in central Oregon occurred in mature and old growth stands on Jive
and dead trees, almost exclusively on beete-infested lodgepole pine averag-
ing 38 cm (157) dbh,




LIMITING FACTOCRS:

MANAGEMENT
RECOMMENDATIONS:

Roosting - The woodpeckers roasied mainly in lodzepole pine in cankers,
trunk scars, mistetoe clumps, or directly on the tunk. Agan, they selecicid
for mature and old growth with an average 40% canopy. The roost rees

averaged 28 em (117) in diameter and 20m (657 @l (Goggans et al, 1988,

Goggans et al, (1988) documented home ranges using radio telemetry, Three
home ranges varied from a size of 72 ha (178 2c) to 328 ha (810 ac).

Availability of uncut old burns and insect damaged forests with numerous
decaved snaps,

Matre and old growth lodgepole pine forest stands are dechining throughout
the Cascade Mountan range. They are being harvested because of infesta-
uons of pine bestics.

Forest management that “saniuzes” and maintains lodgepole pine foresis in
short rotaton for voung, disease-resistant wee crops. will prevent insects and
hearvrot. Unfortunately, it also will resaltin population declines of black-
backed woodpeckers (Goggans el al, 1988),

Goggans et al. (198%) recommend the black-backed woodpecker mther than
the three-1oed woodpecker, as a management indicator species for matre
and old growin ledzepole ping [orests, because they use 2 wider clevauon
Tanic and respond Betler w recordings used tor Monoring.

To maintain maximum populations in managed stands, MNeitro et al, {1985
recommend leaving 30 snags/100 ha (12/100 ac) > 43 cm (17" dbh.

Goggans et al. (1988) suggest that the traditional approach of managiny
cavity nesters, by rewaining specific numbers of snags and green replacement
trees, may not maintzin viable populations of black-backed woodpeckers. [t
15 unlikely that enough foraging substrate would be provided for this

specialized leeder. They may require farge areas of decadent, mulu-fayered
older forests.

Further, Goggans et al. (1988) propose that Weodpecker Management Areas
be withdrawn from commercial or salvage foresmy and placed under special
management 10 promote mature and old growth stand conditions. Thess
management areas may be within existing or proposed reserve areas. They
should encompass 387 ha (956 ac) of lodgepole pine or pine-dominated
mixed conifer forest in maure or old growth condition. Some arcas shoyld
be above and some below 1370 m (4500 elevation 1o accommodate patrs of
three-toed woodpeckers as well. The size of the management area is based on
home range size during abundant food supply and may need 1o be increased
when prey populations decline.

In addition, forest succession after a fire should be allowed o procesd
naturally, versus the practice of salvage and planting. Similarly, insect-
infested wrees and large blowdown arcas should be 1oft uncut or partially cot
10 provide habitat for these woodpeckers, Complete salvage climinates bath
nesung and feeding habitar

Woodpeckers, along with other insectivores, play an impariant role in
reducing insect populations at endemic Jevels, Biological control of forest
insects is preferred over use of insecticides, It has a longer term effect o
regulate future insect outbreaks and is less costly. Management w increase
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Habitar Requirements:

*  Inhabit mature and old growth ledgepoiz ping, ponderosa pine, and
mized conifer forests with numerous standing dead trees,

»  Most abondont in fire and insect-infested stands,

+ Forage on insscis, mainly beedes. i pole and small sawtimber-sized
inAgs,

Management Recommendations:

= For harvestad areas, retain 12 snags > 177 dbhy/ 100 ac.

+  Establish Woedpecker Management Arcas of approzimatelv 1000 o=
within existing or propased forest reserves. The arcas should be in
lodgepaole pine or pine-dominated forest above and below $5060

= Limit insecticide use and promote biological conmol of insects,

C: 5723851 BR




